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New season has begun, but questions remain
BY STEVEN ANDREWS

Despite the Fairfield men's
basketball team's impressive start
to the 2003-2004 season, there
remains unfinished business from
last year.
The allegation of numerous improprieties committed by some staff
members in violation of National
Collegiate Athletic Association
rules is still under investigation and

will continue into the regular season
with no ruling in sight.
Martha Milcarek, the assistant
vice president for Public Relations
at Fairfield, recently held a meeting
with Mirror reporters and editors
to clarify and update the situation
for them.
The university hired the firm of
Bond, Schoeneck & King in August
to investigate the claims made by
former players, led by Oscar Gar-

cia'03. Lead investigator Attorney
Stephen Morgan, who has served
on the NCAA staff for more than
20 years, declined telling the Connecticut Post whether his current
probe has concluded.
Morgan and his team are examining whether claims made by
Garcia, as well as other players,
to the Post that head coach Tim
O'Toole ignored the NCAA's "20hour rule" which limits time spent

on athletics by players each week, as
well as members of his staff helping
to falsify drug tests, write papers,
and give unauthorized monetary
handouts to athletes.
Although University President
Aloysius P. Kelley, S. J. will not
comment on the case to the media,
he has released a statement through
the Public Relations department.
SEE "SEVERITY" ON P.
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NCAA

INVESTIGATION

New library
addition plans
being revised
BY TARA LYNCH

Aelee Kwon/The Mirror

Study session: Crew team member Maura O'Connor '04 and soccer player Danny Atwell '05 complete some school work in the Walsh
Athletic Center study room.

Athlete privileges at Fairfield are largely a myth
BY HEATHER MANNING

It's the day of your big test,
you've studied hard, and you
can't help but notice that the student athlete that sits next to you
isn't present for the test. They
have a game. Does the student
athlete have privileges that regular students don't?
Although athletes are
amongst a select group of students
that pre-register for their core and
elective classes earlier than most

of the student body, this seems to
be the end of their privileges.
Jennifer Chapla '05, a member of the women's soccer team,
said athletic privileges are "Just
pre-registration. I don't think that
it's too powerful. We don't even
get to park in the athletic center
lot without getting tickets!"
If a student has to miss a class
because of a conflict with a sporting event, they follow a release
time policy. At a determined
time, the athlete is excused from

any classes they have so they can
leave for games or meets. The
absence is counted as an excused
absence, but it is up to the athletes to make up any work that
is missed.
For example, Deng Gai '05,
a member of the men's basketball
team, said, "I have a game tomorrow, but I have a test, so I have to
make it up the next day."
Mary Ann Pallazzi, the coordinator of programs for student
athletes, said there are no extra

privileges associated with being
a student athlete besides pre-registration. Pre-registration allows
athletes to work their classes
around their practice schedules.
Christine Mayer '05, a member of the diving team, said that
beside pre-registration the only
privilege she received was "coming to Fairfield as a freshman and
automatically having a set group
of people to hang out with."
SEE "ATHLETES" ON P.
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Plans to add a new wing to the
library that would provide a place to
experiment with technology are being revised after government grants
failed to bring in enough money to
produce the new hi-tech addition.
The original plan, which was
first proposed in 1998, called for
a $5.2 million, 14,000 foot, two
story addition on the south side of
the library between the existing
library and the Quick Center.
The extension was to house the
university's developing Information Technology Center, said Vice
President for Information Systems
and University Librarian James Estrada. However, government grants
totaling only $2.1 million between
2000 and 2003 are forcing officials
to revisit the initial blueprint.
"The idea was to create a facility where faculty could go and
test out new technology and see
how they can incorporate it into the
classroom," said Estrada, adding
that the new hi-tech rooms would
include the newest computers,
software and project equipment.
"Consistent with its mission
of service to others, the ITC was
designed to function as a technology training resource for the
university and our regional communities," said Estrada, explaining
the aim of the ITC.
SEE "FUNDING" ON P.
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Scaffolding won't hold up
commencement exercises
BY CARLEIGH BROWER

Bellarmine Hall, the mansion atop a
green rolling hill, has come to symbolize
commencement at Fairfield. But scaffolding
now covers the face of the building, leaving seniors worried that construction will
interfere with tradition.
Ric Taylor, Fairfield's assistant vice
president for campus planning operations,
said the traditional back porch setting at the
mansion would again be used for this year's
commencement.
"Graduation will be at Bellarmine
Hall," said Taylor, who is in charge of the
oversight of construction and renovation at
Fairfield. Taylor cited a mold problem on
the lower level as the reason for the restoration, adding that the building's age was
also a factor.
Taylor said the building would look
"appropriate" for commencement.
"We plan to have the scaffolding down
on the side of the building that faces the
great lawn. Other faces of the building may
still have scaffolding in place," he said.

The area by the great lawn will be
the first area being worked on, and that
construction will take place this spring.
However, construction of the building will
go on throughout the summer.
"Weather will really be the determining factor as to how much work will be
completed before commencement," Taylor
said.
Some seniors remain unconvinced that
Bellarmine will be ready.
"I seriously doubt that they'll actually
be finished with construction by May, since
every other construction project has been
pushed back in the four years we've been
here." said Jessica Mauro, '04.
Taylor does not anticipate a problem with the appearance of the lawn.
"The area should not be disturbed too much
by the work, so we don't expect muddy
lawns, Taylor said.
Asked if there were alternate plans for
commencement in the event a setback in
construction, Taylor said, "We haven't discussed anything like that. We're hoping we
don't have to make a decision like that."
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Glee Club's Christmas concert
Anticipated show a sign
of holidays at Fairfield
PRESS RELEASE

"The Many Moods of Christmas" is
the theme for the Fairfield University Glee
Club's annual holiday concert on Friday,
Dec. 5, at 8 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 6, at
2 p.m. Both performances will take place
at Fairfield University's Regina A. Quick
Center for the Arts.
Under the direction of Carole Ann Maxwell, the Glee Club will take listeners through
many traditions - from across Europe, Africa
and the United States - presenting several
compositions in their original languages.
The Rev. Charles Allen, S.J., is the
moderator for the Glee Club and Galen
Tate will accompany on organ.
The Glee Club is a mixed chorus of
more than 120 undergraduate and graduate students continuing a 50-year legacy
of musical excellence on campus and
abroad.
The
choir
has performed
at Carnegie
Hall, the National Cathedral
in Washington,
D.C., Westminster Cathedral in London,
the Aula Paolo VI at the
Vatican and the U.S. Military academies at West Point
and Annapolis.

In addition to the full choir, the holiday
concert will feature soloists singing Christmas favorites and performances by the Glee
Club's four smaller ensembles, the Chamber
Singers, the Men's Ensemble, Sweet Harmony, and the Sine Nomine Singers, the
resident quartet.
Dr. Maxwell, director of Choral and
Liturgical Music for Fairfield University
since 1980, is also the artistic director and
conductor of The Mendelssohn Choir of
Connecticut and chorus master of The
Greater Bridgeport Symphony Orchestra.
She has conducted choruses for the
Prague Radio Symphony, the Philadelphia
Orchestra, the Philadelphia Lyric Opera Orchestra, the Connecticut Grand Opera and
Orchestra and the Yale Opera Ensemble.
She has shared the stage with jazz
icon Dave Brubeck and the Dave Brubeck
Quartet, opera legends Sherrill Milnes,
Marilyn Home and
Renee Fleming,
and composers Stephen
Schwarz, Stephen Sondheim
and
Charles
Strouse.
Tickets are $10, with
discounts for staff, faculty
and students. For tickets,
call the Quick Center box
office at x4010.

CAMPUS CRIME BEAT
CASEY AMMERMAN
Tuesday, November 18
7:12 p.m. - Vandalism occurred in the 13 block of the townhouses. Doors were ripped
off washers in the laundry room.
Thursday, November 20
4:09 a.m. - There was a campus-wide power failure.
Saturday, November 22
3:11 p.m. - A B.B. gun was confiscated from a student.
students that B.B. guns are not allowed on campus.
11:51 p.m. - Harassing phone calls were received.

Security reminds

Sunday, November 23
2:23 a.m. - An allegedly intoxicated driver was transported to the health center.
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Monday, November 24
3:09 p.m. - There was a Criminal Trespass arrest on Lessing Field. A non-student
became combative with security officers.
Tuesday, November 25
6:11 p.m. - A student reported his eye glasses were taken from his dorm room.
Wednesday, November 26
2:56 p.m. - A bike was stolen from the village complex.

CORRECTIONS
A headline on a letter from SBRA members in the last edition of The Mirror was misleading. Ticket prices for 200 Nights were the same for on-campus and beach residents.
The Mirror strives to report accurately in our stories. However, if you are aware of
any errors, please call Editor In Chief Ethan Fry at x6529.

www. fairfiel dmirror. com
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EU. hostage taker sent to psych hospital
BY STEVEN ANDREWS

Nearly two years after holding 26 Fairfield University students and their professor
hostage in Canisius Hall, Patrick Arbelo '01
has been committed to a state psychiatric
hospital for eight years.
After listening to the testimony at
a Superior Court committal hearing,
Bridgeport Superior Court Judge Richard
Damiani handed down his sentence on
Thursday, Nov. 13. He ruled that Arbelo,
26, still poses a threat to himself and others,
but concurred with a state
psychiatrist that he should
not be held in a maximumsecurity hospital.
On Feb. 12, 2002, the
former Fairfield student,
who is blind because of a
childhood disease, entered
a Canisius classroom and
DREYER
interrupted Professor Eliza-

beth Dreyer's Voices of Medieval Women
class claiming to be carrying a bomb.
He pulled out a knife and demanded
that all the students throw their backpacks
out of the window, telling police he would
leave only if he could read a statement,
which was a racist diatribe against African-Americans and Jews that he wrote, on
a New York radio station.
After more than six hours, however,
he surrendered and released everyone unharmed.
Dreyer agrees with the way the case
has been settled.
"The lawyers and the judge in this case
worked hard to bring about a just verdict in
this case. I know no one, myself included,
who voiced any desire that Patrick go to
prison," she said.
Damiani found Arbelo not guilty by
reason of insanity at a two-day trial in July
on 24 counts of first-degree kidnapping
and one count of possession of a dangerous

weapon.
He was then examined by Dr. Alexandre Carre, who was questioned by Supervisory Assisstant State's Attorney John
Smriga on Thursday. Carre determined that
Arbelo suffers from a psychiatric illness that
requires treatment, but he suggested it be
done at the state's lesser-security facility in
Middletown.
"I found Mr. Arbelo engaging, and I am
sure with a less structured environment Mr.
Arbelo will further gain from treatment,"
Carre said in the Connecticut Post.
Vincent Noce, Arbelo's lawyer, agreed
with Carre's assessment.
"I think it is in Mr. Arbelo's best interests and it will help him with a quicker
release back into the community," he said.
Dreyer said she hopes Arbelo can learn
from his mistakes during his sentence.
"I sincerely hope that Patrick receives
the help he needs ... in order to return as a
productive member of society," she said.

Contributed photo
During happier times: Patrick Arbelo '01
graduating. In February of last year, he
held a class hostage. The incident garnered national attention.

Fairfield's voice gets stronger, by the wattage
BY ASHLEIGH EGAN
In the cookie-cutter, suburban Abercrombi & Fitch world that resembles
Fairfield, the university's radio station
WVOF 88.5 FM^d^sjfself in offering
a diversity of individuals and ideas and
has over 220 members.
Try "The Upper Room," Joe Kelly's
jazz and funk show on Mondays 4-8 p.m.
followed by "Falco Presents," a source
for underground indie rock at 8-10 p.m.
"The John Griffin Show," a rock show
on Thursdays from 6-8 p.m., is followed
by "In Da Mixx," a hip hop show which
features live DJ sets and freestyling on
Thursdays from 8-10 p.m.
"I think that diversity is in how one
thinks and reacts, and the culture or social
elements you have been raised in, and
not sometimes ethnicity," said Nick Mercadante, station manager at WVOF.
In order to add more variety to the
station, many of the community members who work at WVOF are professional
DJs from all over Fairfield County. Mercadante adds that the reggae and dance
hall DJs from Bridgeport "hold down Saturday nights with jammin' tunes and tons of
credibility." WVOF also features DJs from
New Haven and New York City.
"It gets better each year, and we went
from an apathetic station with 100 watts several years ago to the premier college station
in Connecticut, and one of the top college
stations in the Northeast," said Mercadante.
"We couldn't have done that without diverse
thinkers."
Students have recently been drawn to
a new show, the "Ben 'Ice Cold' Manchak"
radio program, hosted by Ben Manchak '05,
which airs on Tuesdays from 4-6 p.m.
"Ben is the man," said Isabel Depina
'05. "He talks about issues that really matter to the Fairfield University student body,
and it's nice to hear people from your class
on radio."

said Program Director Ben Manchak '05.
"We are truly in the avant garde here at
Fairfield University, given our affinity for
doing things like putting on bowties and
throwing pineapples."
Students have also expressed a problem with access to the station.
"I get horrible reception in my
room," said Deena Crimaldi '06. "I also
used to listen last year when my friend
had a show, but not much this year. So
many people from outside the university
are on the weekends, so who wants to
listen to that?"
Mercadante reminds students that
they can listen to WVOF in many other
ways than through conventional radio.
WVOF is broadcast through a live
webcam on campus television, internet
streams and the FM station running
live on the info channels throughout
campus.
Along with the usual shows, WVOF
also covers a number of activities on
campus. They have an organized sports
team who have sole right to broadcast
the entire men's and women's basketball
schedule which through the mentoring of
Aelee Kwon/The Mirror
John Griffin and play-by-play support
Taming the "beast": WVOF boasts over 220 members.
of professional sports broadcaster Bob
Huessler has gained a great amount of
student interest.
A listener interactive show, like the available to students."
Soon the station will be releasing the
WVOF is working to make the station
"Ben 'Ice Cold' Manchak" radio program,
schedule for their winter and spring concert
might receive between 30 and 70 phone more accessible to the student body.
"This campus has had to kind of warm series, "The Hostile Takeover Concert Secalls during a good show said Mercadante.
up
to
the idea that not everything is cookie- ries," which Mercadante plans to make "bigHe added that some shows get none or the
cutter,
and there is more to school than just ger, better, and more diverse this year."
occasional campus prankster.
"If you want to make things happen,
Even with the amount of student in- school and booze," said Mercadante.
you
do it yourself," said Mercadante.
In order to become involved in the stavolvement, some students feel that WVOF
"That's
what us Gorillas are all about.
tion, students need not be on the air. WVOF
just is not accessible to them.
"I never really used to listen to WVOF, also has marketing, music and sports teams, Stags freeze in headlights. Gorillas take a
but now that I know people with radio shows web content management, people in charge bite outta the car."
"We love visitors," said Mercadante.
I try to tune in. I think the station, in general, of business and sponsorship and doing gen"Sometimes we get lonely and need to be
needs more exposure," said Melody Sera- eral office duties.
"I wanted to get involved, and I was held. We bring you in, personnel you, train
fino '05. "Most students don't really think
to listen because it is just isn't accessible, attracted to WVOF by the progressive dy- you, contract you and love you."
they need to advertise or have a schedule namism that characterizes the organization,"
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Funding for new library wing less than
anticipated; plans being revised
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

However, since federal funding from
the Department of Housing and Urban Development was less than anticipated, plans
are currently being re-worked.
"Since the external funding received
thus far is less than originally requested, the
university is currently evaluating options for
creating the ITC on a reduced budget while
still holding true to the spirit of the original
proposal," said Estrada.
The revised plan would potentially
include a 6,500 square foot addition, approximately big enough for four large
rooms. However, Estrada stressed that these
would not simply be classrooms.
"If the net result of this is classrooms,
we don't need anymore classrooms," said
Estrada. Instead, officials would consider
using the grant money - which must be spent
by 2005 - to renovate existing classrooms
into hi-tech spaces.
Most students were enthusiastic about
the new addition.

"Yes, I think I would use a facility
like that," said Christine Gingras '06. "I'd
need to know more about what it would
offer though."
Others were pleased that the university
was able to get federal funding for the library addition project.
"It's great that we were able to get a
grant to fund the project," said Mark Servidio '06. "It's something I would think
about using."
Dean of Students Mark Reed remained
positive despite the scaled-back plan, adding
that any new addition to the library will help
develop the university's prestige.
If the plan goes ahead, students could
expect some type of new facility to open in
the summer of 2005, in time for the 2006
fiscal year.
Plans are still in progress, but Estrada
hopes that final plans will develop over the
next three months.
"It's a work in progress and we're continuing to develop it."

MIRROR

ESSAY CONTEST 2004

THE ELIE WIESEL

PRIZE IN ETHICS
SUGGESTED TOPICS
Reflect on the most profound, moral dilemma you have encountered
and analyze what it has taught you about ethics.
How can human beings move beyond hate and violence?
Explore how writing can be an ethical activity.
What ethical issue concerns you the most and
what concrete proposals would you make to deal with it?

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 5, 2003
ELIGIBILITY: FULL-TIME UNDERGRADUATE JUNIORS
AND SENIORS DURING THE FALL 2003 SEMESTER
Students must complete an Entry Form along with their Faculty Sponsor.
Any interested professor may act as a Faculty Sponsor and endorse the
quality and authenticity of the student's essay. In addition, students are
asked to include a letter from their Registrar verifying eligibility.
FIRST PRIZE: $5,000
SECOND PRIZE: $2,500 THIRD PRIZE: $1,500
HONORABLE MENTIONS: $500 EACH

Contest entry form, detailed guidelines and
further information are available online at
www.eliewieselfoundation.org, or by
sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
The Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics
The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity
529 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1802
New York, NY 10017
Telephone: 212.490.7777
Dcal#l
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255-8823

^CLASSIFIEDS
*** ACT NOW! Book 11 people, get 12th
trip free. Visit the official website for
spring break '04. The best deals to the
hottest destinations. Group discounts for
6+ www.springbreakdiscounts.com or
800-838-8202.
Sports Teams
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with
a proven CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event. Our free programs
make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or
visit www.campusfundraiser.com
Spring Break - Nassau/Paradise Island,
Cancun, Jamaica and Acapulco from
$489.Air, Hotel, Transfers, Parties and
More! Organize small group- earn FREE
TRIPS plus commissions! Call 1-800GET-SUN-1

Spring Break 2004- Travel with STS,
America's #1 Student Tour Operator to
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas
and Florida. Now hiring on-campus reps.
Call for group discounts. Information/
Reservations 1-800-648- 4849 or
www.ststravel.com.
Two bedroom furnished apartment in
Fairfield. Cathedral ceiling, skylights,
carpets. All utilities included except
heat. Perfect for 2 quiet students of
professionals. No smokers. Security
deposit, references required. Price:
$1,100,333-1415.
USASPRINGBREAK.com
Cancun, Bahamas, Acapulco, Jamaica &
more! Don't be fooled! Go with quality &
experience!
28 years in business
Largest Student Tour Operator
(Division of USA Student Travel)
Call 1-877-460-6077
Now hiring Campus Reps

Place a classified ad for as low as $15 for 20 words!
Call Josh or Keith at (203) 256-6594 for more information.

www.fairfieldmirror.com

APK sighting!
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Campus fundraiser for Global Outreach
gives students a chance to rub elbows with the prez

BY ELIZABETH COOPER

Everyone knows the ultimate
paranormal sighting is the one
accompanied by photographic
evidence.
Fairfield students had the rare
opportunity not only to experience
an infamous "APK sighting," but
to also have their photo taken with
the private president of the university Tuesday evening.
During the two-hour event
sponsored by Global Outreach,
Rev. Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J. was
on hand in the Oak Room for
photographs. For the relatively
inexpensive price of $3, students
now have something to remember
Kelley by, as he will be retiring
in May.
Global Outreach, a student
organization which runs service RELATED ARTICLE
trips to places such as Mexico Ethan Fry's brush with
and Haiti, planned the evening as
Ft. Kelley... Page 10
a fundraiser to help finance their
trip to Mexico in January. There, money for the trip," he said bethe group will work with Mexican tween the flashes of the camera.
workers and children and help with
While Kelley is available for
construction projects and in soup pictures during senior week every
kitchens.
spring, this was a unique opporKelley, who is seldom seen on tunity for all students to have a
campus, was agreeable to the idea picture taken and a time to chat
of the photo shoot.
with Fairfield's long-time presi"It's a clever idea to raise dent. Noticeably social with the

DECEMBER

students, Kelley joked, laughed
and made small talk with Global
Outreach contributors between
photo ops.
Representatives from Global

Outreach were optimistic about the
potential to raise money with this
unusual charity event.
One representative also commented on Kelley's willingness to
take part in the event.
"He was very enthusiastic
about it," said Mike Conte '03,
a member of Global Outreach.
"We're hoping this will be successful."
Within minutes, students were
lined up outside the doors of the
Oak Room of the Barone Campus
Center. More males than females
showed up, and it turned out
that Kelley was not the only one
dressed in black and white.
"I thought it would be funny
to have a picture of me wearing a
tux posing with APK. So I rented
a tux," said Chris Miller '06.
Miller later admitted the
tux was really for an orchestra
concert.
Earlier in the day, some
students speculated whether
APK himself would show up or
whether they might end up with
photographs taken next to a cardboard cutout.

Other students felt it was
a rare opportunity to see a socalled sighting of the university
president. Some apparently joked
it was a moment to verify his
existence.
"I never knew he existed before," said John Harder '04 as to
why he attended the event.
Other students thought the
pictures would make decorative
additions to their dorm rooms on
campus.
"I needed a new background
for my desktop," said Anthony
Kunz '07.
Some had two or three photos
taken, and many students decided
on group photos.
"We'll probably put it in our
kitchen," said Elissa DeRose '04
of the photo she and her roommates had taken.
The event was well received
and students credited Kelley for
the success.
"Father Kelley rocks!" said
Chrisine Carpino '04 a housemate of DeRose's and member of
Global Outreach.
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Severity of allegations
important to NCAA case
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

"As we said to the investigative team in the very beginning,
and to the public, we were not
looking for a quick investigation,
but a thorough one," he said. "This
is the only way Attorney Steve
Morgan and his team operate.
They share our primary mission
of finding out what did or did not
happen. We can't put a timetable
on that process."
There are two results of the
investigation by the NCAA board.
If they find the allegations to be
"secondary" offenses, the school
will take control of the case and
impose any sanctions they wish.
Normally secondary infractions
are not made public, but Milcarek
told the Mirror that an exception
would be made in this case due to
the attention this case has already
received.
If any violations are deemed
"major," the NCAA enforcement
staff will issue an official Notice
of Allegations to the university,
which outlines specific rules infractions and asks the school to respond formally. If the NCAA and

the school agree on the findings, the
NCAA's Committee on Infractions
will publicly announce its findings
and any resulting penalties.
Morgan told the Post that
any rules broken are classified as
secondary or major by a "level of
culpability" and that while some
of those against Fairfield would be
deemed secondary, there are others
which would probably be major if
determined to be factual.
Kelley urged people not to
rush to judgment about the case
simply because the probe has
yielded no official results yet.
"In order not to compromise
the integrity of the process, Fairfield will allow the case to proceed
to its proper conclusion by the
NCAA before releasing details.
While we are all eager to learn of
the findings of this investigation,
it is important to remember two
things," he said. "We do not seek
simply a thorough and complete
evaluation of what did or did not
occur; we must also be careful not
to come to any premature conclusions until the NCAA completes
its work and there is a final disposition of the matter."

BEVERLY
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Athletes use peer tutoring like everyone else
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

to outside sources to find a tutor that would suit the
athletes' academic needs. However she said, "that
is not frequently the case. It usually happens in the
summertime, since some student athletes have to
take summer school classes for various reasons."
"Some people think we have it easier, but that
is not true," said Gai. "Tonight I had to go to practice, leave to grab some dinner, then go to my class.
We're doing two jobs here."

If an athlete is having trouble with a class, Pallazzi refers them to the Dean of Student Services,
where they would be placed in the peer tutoring
program. However, this is not a special perk of
being an athlete, because any student at Fairfield
; University can utilize the tutoring program.
Occasionally, when a peer tutor can't be
found on campus, Pallazzi said that she would go
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Get Real!
This is the story of two "Real World" cast members who tell The Mirror
just what happens when people stop being polite and start getting real.
BY JESSICA HOLMBERG

They talked about everything
but sex, substance abuse and conflict resolution. Casually dressed
Ace and Mallory of MTV's reality
television show The Real World:
Paris revealed the gossip and
scandal of the popular show in its
13th season to an audience of over
500 students at the Quick Center
on Nov. 21.
MTV's Real World show
promises to be a "true story of
seven strangers, picked to live in
a house to find out what happens
when people stop being polite
and start getting real," according
to the show's logo. At least thirty
cameras are stationed throughout
a gigantean home where Real
World cast members reside while
their lives are taped. This season's
show was set in a French chateau
in Paris.
Because of his good looks
and comedian-like personality,
female students shouted to Ace
to remove his hat. Immediately
his remarks were muffled by
the audience's loud outbreak of
laughter as he relaxed students
with a few jokes, pick-up lines,
and occasional cursing for comedian effect.
"I'm Ace, and I'm an Aries. I
like long walks on the beach...oh
look... I think that girl's winking
at me..." he said while pacing
the stage like a professional comedian.
Mallory, who was known
to shy away from the camera
during the show's taping, interrupted Ace's flirty banter
when she found out he dated
Kendal, former cast member of
similar MTV reality show, Road

Rules: Campus Crawl.
"I didn't know about Kendal!" joked 19-year-old Mallory
from Palatine, Illinois, occasionally sipping from a water bottle.
"You never told me that!"
Ace and Mallory stressed
that the language barrier was the
biggest challenge while abroad
but recommended that everyone
should go to Paris in the future.
"I had a hard time adjusting
to the culture, and I didn't want to
go," said Ace, completely dominating the stage. "It is a big city
and foreign to me. I thought I was
never going to need French when
I was younger.. .1 cheated my way
through that class."
Both cast members agreed
that living with six other people
was their best experience.
"I lived with the six most
dramatic people there are," said
23-year-old southern charmer
Ace, from Statesboro, GA. "I
will be a better husband, provider
and person because of living with
girls."
Both Ace and Mallory agreed
that co-cast member Leah was the
most difficult to live with.
"If there's things you don't
like or how things will be, you
have to change it," said Mallory,
comfortably positioned in a chair
on stage. "She was really difficult
to live with."
Ace spoke of his experience
with gay people, particularly of
co-cast member Simon.
"I never knew a gay person
before," he said. "Simon is my
first gay friend, and it is a good
thing for me. Being gay is something you are...it's the way you
feel."
Both Ace and Mallory com-

mented on the remainder of the
cast, stressing that co-cast members C.T. and Christina were good
people, and Adam was misrepresented on the show.
"C.T. is soft and chill," said
Ace. "He never wanted to show
that though. He got away with a
lot. Adam was a real cool dude.
Leah and I are not on speaking
terms anymore."
Mallory stressed that Christina is a "sweetheart," while Ace
commended Mallory for her
"beautiful heart."
Students had the opportunity
to question the cast members, both
Ace and Mallory answered each
question without hesitation and
tried to clear up any rumors.
"There are always stupid rumors out there," Ace said to The
Mirror. "We're obviously going
to get talked about."
In reference to the "confessionals," where cast members
spoke out to television viewers
in a private room, Ace said that a
"doctor of psychiatry" interviewed
every cast member for two hours
every Sunday.
During a personal interview
with The Mirror, Ace and Mallory
said that there was no staging of
events, but that some of the interviews with MTV production
may have triggered them to talk
about it during the confessional
period.
"After meeting with the doctor of psychiatry, you would really
think about what you talked about
with them," said Ace.
Ace also spoke of his former
relationship with Georgia resident
Kate, who visited Ace in Paris.
"Kate is engaged to a 49-yearold guy now," he said laughing and

Meet the cast: Adam, C.T, Mallory, Christina, Simon, Leah and Ace (left to right, first photo)

making a reference to the film Big
Daddy. "She met some guy on
the plane back from Paris, and
they began dating."
While Ace and Mallory have
been officially dating for two
months, Mallory is still a virgin.
"Believe me, I have tried,"
Ace joked. "She's still a virgin
without a doubt. But seriously, I
hope the kids look like her."
While Ace and Mallory reminisced of past episodes, arguments
and the good times, Mallory reminded the audience of how much
she hated the cameras.
"I did not want to be on television," she said.
Ace said the cameras made
everything look worse than it really was, and co-cast member Adam
was portrayed very differently on
film than he is in real life.
"They [MTV staff] are professionals at casting," Ace said.
"We're all fooled by the cutting
and pasting of MTV."
Mallory, who left her passion of soccer and elementary
education major after finishing
her freshman year at Iowa State,
was seeking a change in her life
before the show.
"I wanted to get away from
the sport and school," she said.
"My biggest passion is traveling,
and I was looking for a change of
pace."
While Mallory remained
happy to be there, Ace was ready
to go home.
The cast was filmed 24 hours
a day and told The Mirror that
family issues were hard to bring
up on TV.
"We tried to hide certain
things," said Ace, former MTV
King of Cancun 2000 and two-

time guest on Carmen Electra's
dance show.
Despite MTV's production of
controversial or interesting material, both Ace and Mallory wished
that more of the funny material
were broadcasted.
"There were a lot of funny
clips, and they never showed that
stuff," Ace said to The Mirror.
Although Ace and Mallory
recognized that their fame would
be short-lived to only another six
weeks while on tour, both cast
members assured The Mirror that
they were not paid to say or to do
things on the show.
"I haven't been offered to
do a book, but I did receive a
modeling offer after the show,"
said statuesque 6'1" Mallory. "I
didn't take it."
Ace joked, "Yeah, I was asked
to be in Forrest Gump II. Nahjust
kidding."
While Ace and Mallory do not
know where they will be in five
years, Mallory hopes to return to
college in fall 2004.
"You never know what's going to happen or what opportunities will come," she said while Ace
scratched her back.
"I have no idea where I will be
in five years, but it would be cool
to be a robot or a cowboy," Ace
said while laughing.
While both cast members
said the best thing about MTV's
The Real World is the experience
of living with different people in
one house, they viewed it as a great
learning experience.
"We learned a lot about these
people," Mallory said.
"We're just regular people
who sent tapes in [to MTV],"
Ace said.
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How does the Ham Channel
show all of those movies?

Getting a flick quick
BY ALISON MARHSALL

Any on-campus student channel-surfing
this month undoubtedly has caught a glimpse
of "The Matrix: Reloaded", 'The Italian Job",
"Life is Beautiful" or "Mediterraneo" on a
single channel. It's not HBO. It's Fairfield
University's own HAM Channel.
The HAM Channel has distinguished
itself from the university's other campus
television channels by offering programming that is primarily for students' entertainment purposes. Students are able to watch
films without being subjected to annoying
previews or a bombardment of commercials.
Students generally are pleased with the features the HAM Channel shows. "I watched
'The Usual Suspects' seven times. I like that
they [the movies] are on. It's better than most
programming," says Adam Blom, '05.
How is the HAM Channel able to show
recent films before premium cable channels?
It owes its thanks to Swank Motion Pictures,
Inc., a public performance licenser. Swank
holds the license for over a dozen major studios, including Walt Disney Studios, Warner
Bros., Miramax Films and several independent studios. The company caters not only
to colleges but hospitals, correctional facilities and parks and recreation departments as
well as offering a variety of movies, both old
and new. People can visit Swank's website
(,. ■ :
) to view the 200 most popular films ordered and find out when certain

films will be available for campus viewing.
Currently, the Media Center pays Swank
Motion Pictures $10,000 for the rights to 64
movies per academic year. The HAM Channel shows four feature films a month for eight
months, and the other 32 selections are made
by Fairfield University professors.
The contract is funded by the Media
Center/HAM Channel budget and donations
from Dr. Orin Grossman and Dean Timothy
Snyder. "[The] faculty are using some great
movies, and it's understandable.. .it's a way of
addressing issues and approaching history not
only on an intellectual level but an emotional
level," explains Karen Connolly, Writer and
Producer for the Media Center.
Upon hearing that half of the contracted
movies are selected by faculty for academic
purposes, some students were displeased.
"That's incredibly inefficient," says Nehe-
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miah Ellison '05. "We have a video store
down the street. Rent out Canisius 6 and have
a movie night."
"They have rooms in the library for that
specific purpose," echoes Sarah Sheen, '05.
Six campus television channels show movies that several professors require for their
classes.
When contacted, the corporation'could
not provide exact numbers, but the use of
Swank Motion Pictures is widespread, with
any campus that has a closed-circuit CTN
(campus television network) eligible. Unfortunately, Fairfield University students
that reside at the beach are unable to benefit
from the HAM Channel's contract with
Swank, as they do not have access to
Channel 64 off-campus.
Students are encouraged to visit the
website and familiarize themselves with
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the selection of movies Swank offers. The
HAM Channel provides a monthly programming guide to students informing them of the
days, times and movies that will play for the
month. Connolly says students are more than
welcome to call the HAM Channel and offer
movie selection suggestions, as "feedback is
encouraged."
Grab a bag of popcorn and enjoy.
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Ari's "Story After Story"
A distinct sound. A love for the road. A growing fan base.
Singer/songwriter Ari Hest has all the makings of an artist destined for success.
BY TARA LYNCH

For the first time in nine months, Ari Hest
is taking a break.
After touring incessantly across the country the up-and-coming singer/songwriter calls
me from his home in Bronx to discuss his
newest album and his upcoming show at the
Acoustic Cafe in Bridgeport tonight.
But he's hungry for the road. He has a
passion to perform. This, I think to myself,
is a man who truly loves music.
And people love his music, too. For
the past nine months Hest has been touring
across the country in support of his third
album "Story After Story."
His determination has led to independent
success, allowing him to sell upwards of 7,000
copies of his album in the past six months at
live performences and online.
"I just enjoy seeing different places and
meeting a lot of people. The driving I can do
without and being away from my girlfriend and
my family," said Hest, who recently wrapped
up the 20-city "Rubber Meets the Road Tour"
with The Clarks and Psuedopod.
"This is what I have to do get my name
out there, and its fun to see things grow," said
the artist who has also toured with Maroon 5,
Guster, and O.A.R.
Hest is not only growing independently,
but helping the male singer/songwriter niche
to expand as well. After the bubble-gum saturated late nineties, the return of the acoustic
songwriter was a breath of fresh air. But like
all things, even that has grown stale with commercialization. Hest offers a fresh perspective

on the genre, focusing on the honesty of his
songs and his fans instead of producing the
pre-packaged norm.
Still, Hest doesn't let the comparisons
to other artist such as John Mayer and Jason
Mraz deter him from what his own music is
about.
"It's a good thing that they are popular
because their success is bringing attention to
singer/songwriters," said Hest. "To even be
mentioned in their circle in flattering."
"You tend to get past those things after a
while and just realize that you are your own
musician," he added.
His third album "Story After Story" is
testament to the fact that Hest has a decidedly
different take on the pop-rock genre.
The album, which Hest describes as primarily autobiographical, features honest lyrics
and rich melodies. This is not just another boy
with his guitar.
The album, produced by David Rolfe
(Patty Griffin, Rufus Wainwright, Burlap to
Cashmere), helped Hest to reach new depths
and emotions with heartfelt songs such as
"They're onto Me," "Monsters," and "The
Upper Hand". The album also yielded the
popular "Didn't Want to Say Goodbye" which
chronicles the experiences of his friend who
lost his mother in the Sept. 11 attacks.
"When you hear Ari sing, you have to
stop and listen," Rolfe said of the young artist.
"He has that intangible quality that elevates an
artist above mere talent and craft. It's honesty
you recognize the moment you hear it."
Hest, who was raised on pop radio, first
picked up a guitar when he was 17 inspired

by artists such as Sting, Peter Gabriel, the music could take me."
"If things stay this way I'll be happy. Just
Beatles, and Dave Matthews Band.
being
able to make a career out of playing
He also sites his father, who was a jingle
music
is all I could ask for."
writer, saxophonist, and college music professor, and his mother who sings professionally,
See Ari Hest perform a solo acountic
as influences.
"But they didn't push it on me to be a show Thursday night at 8:30 p.m. at The
musician. I actually wanted to be a profes- Acoustic Cafe in Bridgeport. Tickets are
$10 at the door. For a full list of upcoming
sional baseball player," Hest laughs.
Hest, who graduated from New York shows go to www.arihest.com
University with a degree in communications,
also says his hometown of New York City as
having a large influence on
his music.
"New York in an interesting place," Hest said.
"The frenzy and discomfort
of living in this town bring
that insecurity to my songs.
But it's a good thing, too. I
don't think I'd write good
songs if I wasn't in a place
that was stimulating."
Although Hest can't
predict where his career will
take him, his style and love
of music is sure to take him
far. Expect to be hearing a
lot more of him soon.
"Its hard to say where I
will be or want to be in five
years, because when I started
out I never even thought I'd
go this far. I never had the
www.awarestore.com
goal to be this famous musi- Remixed, remasted, rereleased: Hest's latest album is
cian - I still don't really - I slated for re-release in 2004.
just want to see where my
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Great ways for FU
to make a fast buck
There are plenty of ways
for a spendthrift like me to
spend three dollars. I could buy
a couple of beers at Tony D's. I
could download three new songs
from iTunes. I can listen to 15
songs on the eclectic Athena
Diner jukebox.
But buying a picture of myself
with our outgoing President, Rev.
Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J. is the best
way I could ever spend $3.
It might seem ridiculous to
some of you that one would actually have to spend money just to
get a picture next to Father Kelley.
Most of the time, I'd agree with you.
In this case, though, the money collected from the event was donated to
a Global Outreach trip to Mexico.
So knowing I have helped the
cause of social justice in our world,
I will now treasure my blurry, grainy
Polaroid picture of Father Kelley
and me forever. Seriously, though,
ideas like this one are great. I'm
hoping Tuesday's event will spawn
a whole series of like-minded fundraising. Here are some examples:
•For a $2 donation, Father
Kelley will personally record a
voicemail greeting for your dorm
room/townhouse/apartment. How
great would this be? "Hello, this
is Father Kelley. You've reached
townhouse 85. For Chris, press 1.
For Bobbo, press 2. For Julian,
press 3. For Tom, press 4. For
Don, press 5. If you have seen
Grant, stay on the line."
•For $5, Vice President of
Student Services Bill Schimpf and
Dean of Students Mark Reed will
wash your car. Tip is not included.
•For $25, you can trade
homes for one night with Director of Housing Gary Stephenson.
Finally, Mr. Stephenson can enjoy
all the luxuries of student living he
has worked so hard over the years
to provide us with! Just picture him
walking down the Jogues first floor
hallway early in the morning wearing flip flops and a bath robe, ready
for a shower and shave!
•For $10, teach King Dykeman's philosophy class. Make
him go to the library for not being
prepared. Say "Dinkboops" a lot.
•For $100 (it's worth it), rent
out the Ignatian College Commons
in Loyola Hall for a weekend.
Leather couches, plush carpeting
and a big-screen TV will all be for
your enjoyment. Lights out at midnight, though, with no exceptions.
There you go, Fairfield! With
this sort of fundraising, pretty soon
we wouldn't need tuition at all!

Editor: Laura Pfeifer
E-mail: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

Get in a New York state of mind
BY LAURA PFEIFER AND CARLEIGH BROWER

BEST PLACE TO GO ONCE IT'S WARM

Fairfield can get boring. Sometimes you just have to catch a train
into the city and do something different. Two native "New Yawkers"
have compiled a hit list of some of their favorite city spots.

BEST MOVIE THEATRE
The Ziegfeld. (141 W 54th St) It's the classiest movie theater around—the kind where velvet curtains cover the screen.
There's only one huge theatre, so only one movie plays there at
a time. It's always the biggest movie of the year, and the more
epic, the better (think Star Wars, Gladiator, Lord of the Rings).
Guys, definitely take a girl on a date here if you want to impress
her. Going to the ^jegfeld is always an experience—it honestly
feels like you're at a movie premiere. (And you should see the
bathrooms—there's a separate sink in each stall).

I

Washington Square Park. There's nothing better than sitting by the fountain with an ice cream cone watching the street
performers. You won't see acrobatics, break dancing, rapping,
comedy, juggling, magic, or music anywhere else in the world
like you will in Washington Square. Just be careful not to get
swindled; when that magician offers to make your $20 disappear,
you probably won't ever see it again.

BEST PLACE TO ACT LIKE A KID
Toys R Us in Times Square. You don't have to grow up, not
when you can play on three floors of fun, featuring a life-size
Barbie Dream house to walk through, an enormous Lego sculpture of King Kong climbing the Empire State Building and a giant
Jurassic Park T-Rex. But by far the best thing in the whole store
is the Ferris wheel on the ground floor. The cars are designed
like all your favorite toys—Cabbage Patch Kids, Sponge Bob,
Barbie, Lego, and more.

BEST PLACE TO GRAB A BITE
Gray's Papaya. (Sixth Ave and 8th) Best. Hotdog. Ever.
And so incredibly cheap! Gray's Papaya in the Village is possibly the only place left in America where you can eat happily
for two bucks. Their hot dogs are easily the best in the city, and
they're 2 for $2 with a drink (though I personally steer clear of
their papaya juice).

BROADWAY SHOW YOU CAN'T MISS
BEST ICE CREAM RESTAURANT
Serendipity 3. (225 East 60th Street) Okay, so $15 for a banana split might not sound like a great deal, but when the sundae
can feed four people, you definitely get your money's worth. As
the basis for the 2001 romantic comedy by the same name staring
John Cusack and Kate Beckinsale, Serendipity dishes out romance
with its ice cream scoops. Famous for its Frozen Hot Chocolate,
the restaurant serves up everything from eggs to burgers to creative sandwiches. But the real draw is the dessert. Save room
for the Forbidden Broadway Sundae, a chocolate fudge cake a la
mode with chocolate chips and thick whipped cream. Don't forget
to check out the General Store with unique items for sale, such as
Jesus action figures and miniature Simpsons clocks.

Avenue Q. It's Sesame Street for grownups—irreverent,
politically incorrect and wildly hilarious. Featuring a cast of only
seven actors (most of whom have puppets on their arms), and
a minimalist set, Ave Q proves that all you really need to have a
successful Broadway show is fresh ideas and some great talent. If
you're not sold yet, try this: Where else can you see puppets getting some action on stage? Or how about a puppet who's addicted
to porn, a suspiciously Ernie-like puppet struggling with closeted
homosexuality, or Princeton, the puppet many of us can relate to,
who's just graduated from college and is wondering what the hell
to do with a BA in English. And did I mention the superintendent
of their apartment, none other than.. .Gary Coleman? (played by
Natalie Venetia Belcon)

COOL "MOVIE SET" RESTAURANT

BEST "THEME" RESTAURANT

Katz's Deli. (205 E Houston St) Remember the infamous
Meg Ryan orgasm scene in "When Harry Met Sally"? Well, this
deli is it folks. For traditional New York Jewish fare, head to this
cafeteria-style haunt. Walk along the restaurant to see pics of
the many celebrities who have eaten here, including Billy Crystal
and former Mayor Guiliani. The chocolate egg creams made with
Fox's U-Bet syrup are a must, as is the French toast for breakfast.
Don't forget to try the necessary corned beef sandwich on rye or
maybe a standard Reuben, with Russian dressing and sauerkraut.
Oh, and it's cheap.

Lucky Cheng's (24 first Avenue between Houston & 2nd street)
(212)995-5500 This isn't your ordinary Chinese food joint. Drag
queen waitresses with better curves than Heidi Klum serve up
Asian-Polynesian fused cuisine at decent prices, but who needs to
eat when you can have an Orgy.. .Lucky Cheng's famous Scorpion
Bowl "Orgies" can serve one to four "drunks" with their daiquiris,
margaritas, or Pina Coladas to name a few. Watch as the drag
queens, including Mistress Formika and MissUnderstood perform
cabaret and late night karaoke, where audience participation is
encouraged.

BEST SALON WITHOUT GOING BROKE

TOURISTY THINGS FOR CHRISTMAS

Roy Michael's Salon. (127 East 56th St. For appointments
call (212)319-5355) A salon with a garden terrace? Homemade
chocolate chip cookies? This salon is definitely a must for anyone
in the mood for a new 'do. Gone are the days when people do
not notice your haircut. Believe me, a haircut in this salon will do
wonders for your look and everyone will notice. Owner Roy is a
miracle worker with the scissors. By just looking at your hair he
can create a unique cut for you. Colorist Derek is new to the staff
and has colored the hair of celebrities such as Iman, Lauren Hutton and Glenn Close-he's the real deal. With a fabulously friendly
staff and a relaxing, fun environment with great music, this salon
oozes class. For deals on haircuts and coloring and info on the
staff, check out the website at RoyMichaelssalon.com.

Nothing beats the city at Christmas. Visit Macy's Santaland
(in Herald Square)—trust us, it's no ordinary department store
Santa setup. Just go early in the morning and beat the lines, and
you'll find out you're not too old to take your picture with Santa. You
have to go to Fifth Avenue and check out Saks' window display
of a storybook come to life. Move on to Rockefeller Center and
see the tree and watch the ice skaters (join them if you feel so
inclined). The tree can't be missed, it's a New York must. Don't
do the tree lighting, though—like New Year's in Times Square, it's
crowded, cold, and pretty boring. You won't get anywhere near
the show and you'll just be miserable. If you can, though, check
out the Radio City Christmas Spectacular, because everyone
should see the Rockettes at least once.
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HE said / SHE said
Eric Walker

Danielle Koziura

I'm dreaming of... a special someone
I am constantly in search of my dream girl,
and since I tend to get very inebriated at
social functions, I'm having a hard time
finding her. Since I have no game whatsoever, I'm going to treat this week's column
as a personal ad. It goes like this...
Unemployed, immature college senior
with limited bank account and a love for
Pabst Blue Ribbon seeks brunette version of
Barbie with burning desire to watch football
and eat corndogs. Other qualifications do
apply. Must have: French maid costume,
Russian accent, culinary skills, trust fund,
vacuum cleaner, hot mom, hot friends, Catholic schoolgirl outfit, hungry sexual appetite,
big ass, Xbox, extensive porn collection and
most importantly fake boobs.
Must not have: Hairy back, garbage
breath, snaggle teeth, older brothers, father
with gun collection, cankles, coke or heroin
addiction, smoker's cough, empty wallet,
baby-daddies, and most importantly, V.D.
If anyone meets these qualifications, please
notify me and I would be happy to take you
to McDonald's for dollar menu to discuss
our long and joyous future together.
All jests aside, my perfect woman is the
one who demands respect and who is the
most beautiful girl in the world in my eyes.

I include "in my eyes" because my
friends will be the first ones to point out
her physical imperfections. Rule number
six in the Rules of Man (A book which I will
write some day) is that a man must make
sure to tell his buddy that his new girlfriend
is chunky or that she has a funny looking
face. Guys make fun of each other's girls
because we are jealous of them. We would
much rather monopolize our friend's time
than loan him to some broad who wants to
drink Smirnoff Ice and watch "Titanic" for
the hundredth time.
Honestly, I really don't care what my
friends think of my girl, because if I'm
with her it's obviously for reasons more
than physical appearance. Similar personalities are paramount. I don't care if the
girl is Paris Hilton's doppelganger, I'll get
rid of her within a week if all she can talk
about is her ex-boyfriend.
I want someone to laugh with me,
laugh at me, and stick with me through
thick and thin even after I make an ass
out of myself. That's not that much to
ask for, but I haven't found her yet. In the
meantime ladies, don't hesitate to respond
to my ad. You might even get McDonald's
out of the deal.

What does it take to find the perfect boyfriend? Let me just say
the odds of it happening in this
lifetime are probably slim to none but, it
doesn't mean we all haven't tried to find
him.
After going through athlete upon athlete, trying my luck with those infamous
pretty boys that fill Fairfield's campus, and
putting myself through hell with cheaters
who tell you they love you, I am sick of
striking out on a guy who I think will eventually be my dream man.
Girls don't ask for a lot in a guy- a little
respect, a little love, and a little quality time
that we will never forget. Now don't get
me wrong, all the aforementioned guys do
have certain qualities that I look to find in
a guy, but the odds of rolling them all into
one magnificent specimen is unlikely.
Every girl has gone through the " bad
boy" phase, but after tinkering around in
this stage I have ultimately succumbed to
my parents request- a nice guy.
For years, I have passed up nice guys
as I found the wrong types. I do not want
a guy who needs to prove his .popularity.. Odds are, you really aren't what you
claim.

Don't try to impress me with your
trust fund or the 5 Series BMW that your
dad bought for you. Material assets don't
last long. You'll probably blow all your
money on cheap whores and cases of
Busch Light.
Hell, you most likely will be doing
this while you crash your precious car into
a telephone pole after trying to prove your
masculinity in how many beers you can
finish in one sitting anyways.
You can't buy my love with elaborate
dinners at fancy restaurants or buy showering me with expensive gifts. I'm not a
gold-digger.
What it comes down to is simple. I
want a guy that makes me laugh, that finds
my naive and gullible comments hilarious.
I want a guy that can make me smile just
by looking at me.
My ideal guy needs to know how to
treat me.
A guy that surprises me with a romantic rendezvous, takes time to learn what I
like and dislike, and even thinks to buy me
cough drops when I'm sick.
All I can ask for is a guy that makes me
feel like I am the prettiest girl in the room.
And I think I may have found him.
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The reality of sex,
the necessity of condoms
Imagine if every man, woman and child in Canada were dead.
The worldwide death toll of AIDS is nearing such a proportion. It
is an international crisis that must be taken seriously, and an active
effort to prevent the spread of HIV is of paramount importance. Research agrees that condom usage is the number one defense against
HIV/AIDS for sexually active people.
As a Jesuit University, Fairfield opts not to aid its students in having safe sex. Condoms are not made available anywhere on campus,
not in the dorms, not at the health center and not in the bookstore.
The bookstore is more than a book vendor; for many it is a
convenience store. Cough drops, toothpaste and tampons are among
the inventory, all the basic necessities. Except for condoms. "As a
vendor you have to integrate into the culture," said store manager
Barbara Farrell.
The culture the Catholic Church likes to trumpet is one of abstinence among unmarried young adults. However, sexual relations are
often a fact of life for college students.
Sex happens. According to the Alan Guttmacher Institute, a
non-profit organization dedicated to sexual and reproductive health
research, 77 percent of women and 85 percent of men report having
had sex by the age of 19.
Also, according to the Guttmacher Institute, a female teenager
who is sexually active has a 90 percent chance of becoming pregnant
in one year without the use of birth control.
WebMD.com notes that male condoms, if used properly, are 97
percent effective at preventing the spread of HIV. But they can only be
effective if they are available, and for students at Fairfield University,
sadly they are not.
Years ago, the bookstore pulled cigarettes due to public pressure
over health effects. Yet, the store will not stock condoms —a product
which promotes safe sex and has proven highly effective at stopping
sexually transmitted diseases.
World AIDS day was observed globally and locally this Monday.
According to the Center for Disease Control there are 40,000 new
HIV infections occurring in the U.S. each year while nearly a half
million people have already died.
Condoms are one of the best and most widely accepted defenses
against sexually transmitted diseases, and it is time that Fairfield
embraced the idea of safe sex and stocked condoms. By not doing
so, they are sending a negative signal and restricting our choices as
consenting adults.
Unfortunately though, it does not look like the Catholic Church
nor this university is going to acknowledge the necessity of condoms
anytime soon. Therefore we ask everyone to be safe and be smart.
Sex can be wonderful thing betweeen two consenting adults who take
the appropriate precautions.
Wear a condom. Safety should never be controversial.
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Church ignores AIDS epidemic
BY GWEN NOLAN

Fairfield University is a Jesuit university, thus we
are under the umbrella of the Catholic Church and
the Vatican. Growing up, as we were taught about
the AIDS epidemic, "safe sex" became more than an
instruction, it became a national slogan.
Monday was AIDS awareness day; it dominated
the media and forced us to listen. Global leaders such
as Nelson Mandela begged the world to take notice
and fight the AIDS epidemic. Unfortunately, these
cries of millions fall on deaf ears in the Vatican; this
silence is echoed even here at Fairfield University.
The president of the Vatican's Pontifical Council for the Family, Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo,
told the BBC: "The AIDS virus is roughly 450 times
smaller than the spermatozoon. The spermatozoon
can easily pass through the 'net' that is formed by
the condom."
Can this be true? What does the Vatican know
that the scientific and health world seem to have failed
to discover? Nothing. Some have even accused the
Catholic Church's blatant disregard for scientific
facts about condoms as indicative of encouraging
genocide.
The World Health Organization reacted firmly to
the church's false statements about condoms: "These
incorrect statements about condoms and HIV are dangerous when we are facing a global pandemic which
has already killed more than 20 million people, and
currently affects atleast 42 million. Consistent and
correct condom use reduces the risk of HIV infection
by 90 percent."
The church's stance on contraception has
t
been clear and firm for centuries; any form of
artificial contraception is a sin, and the only ac- ,
ceptable form of birth control is natural family
planning. Natural family planning doesn't take
into account the danger of unprotected sex or the
reality that most of the world is sexually active.
This debate over condoned contraception is much
greater than whether or not condoms should be
provided on campuses; it is an issue of life
or death.
In Kenya—where an estimated 20
percent of people have HIV —the
church condemns condoms for promoting promiscuity. According to
the BBC's report on the Vatican, if a
married man is infected with HIV,
the church still condemns the use of
condoms because they say they are
"useless against the HIV virus."
Yes, this argument with the
church about contraception has been
heard time and time again. But now,
this is not an issue of sex or God's
intention for a man and woman, this
is a global issue of human rights.
AIDS is an epidemic, with more
than 6,500 people in Africa dying
each day from AIDS and 9,500
Aid is needed: this holiday
season show your support and
make a donation to one of the
many foundations working to
combat the AIDS epidemic in
Africa. There are many websites
dedicated to this cause, including
Nelson Mandela's: http://
www.46664.com

people becoming infected daily, AIDS is now and
in our face. This crisis demands that the church steps
away from its archaic concepts of sexual propriety
and helps to prevent millions of unnecessary deaths
by supporting the use of condoms.
The Catholic Church is well aware of the effects
of the AIDS pandemic in Africa. Catholic Relief
Services states their AIDS mission on their website:
"Catholic Relief Services has been working to alleviate the effects of HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa,
in partnership with the local Church and indigenous
agencies while always upholding its commitment
to the teachings Of the Catholic Church." In other
words, no condoms are provided for and educated
about.
The Catholic Church has the ability to mobilize
people and raise millions when it decides there is
a just cause. Preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS
through education about the use of condoms is a
truly important and necessary humanitarian issue.
Millions of innocent people could be saved. Are we
not our brother's keepers?
I never cease to be amazed by the spirit of the
Fairfield community and its continued effort to improve the world around us. That is why I ask you
to reflect, and look at the faces of millions who are
infected and tell them that a condom is evil. I'm
sorry, but I can't. So, to the Church, and even to this
administration, the use of a latex condom will not be
the downfall of man, but it is very possible that it will
be the lack, of condoms that will ultimately be our
undoing.

phot illustration by Gwen Nolan/The Mirror

Millions suffer: Thousands die each day and the Cathollic
Church still refuses to condone the use of condoms to prevent the
spread of HIV/AIDS.
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Girls, it's time to infiltrate the weight room
BY MEGAN MAHONEY

There must be some new
UHHH...
unwritten rule stating that
DO -iM KNOW
women cannot work out with
|WHERE THE tuel CUT ROOM \S?
men. Women-only gyms have
UH, !U FI6URF IT OUT...
become very popular. Even
in the co-ed gyms, there are
classes and cardio rooms just
for women. Hands and eyes
off, you guys.
Even the RecPlex has
jumped on the bandwagon.
Thursday nights from 6:30 to
8:30, the weight room is all
for the enjoyment and use of
the girls on campus. Oh happy
day.
Usually when I go to the
gym, I stick to the cardio room
with the other girls. Safety in
numbers, I guess. The cardio
room is dominated by the female species, pumping away
on the elliptical machines and
trying to run on the treadmill
without falling over. Well, at
least that's what I do. Those
treadmills are tricky, let me tell
you. Oh, and those colorful little plastic weights are fun. You could even color coordinate
your gym outfit to match. That would be awesome.
Then, there are the guys. They swipe their cards and make an immediate sharp turn
down the stairs to the weight room. Occasionally, there are a couple guys in the cardio
rooms. The only machines any self respecting guy will use are the treadmills or the
bikes.
This "Ladies Night" may be crossing a sacred barrier. For as long as mankind has
existed, there are just some places that the opposite sex may not enter. The weight room
is a prime example. It simply isn't done. You do your thing and I will do mine.

Now, I do not think
that women are to blame
for the lack of women in
the weight room. On the
contrary, whoever set up
the weight room in the
RecPlex had to have been
a man. Who else would put
HE1...
|
the ab area at the very end
of the room? So, any girls
10OK1N6*.
7
that want to use them have
to walk all the way down,
passing everyone in the
place. It is bound to make
anyone uncomfortable.
I use the ab area about
two or three times a week.
I take the plunge after
doing cardio and enter
the fishbowl. It is like the
walk of shame. You feel
like every pair of eyes
turns to you as walk by.
OK, hi, hello. I just ran 3
miles or did some cardio
and I am all sweaty and
gross but feel free to stare.
No problem.
By far the best part of
the weight room is when I know someone in the gym. They think it's great that I am in the
weight room. I usually get asked to flex or something equally original. The guys always
want to talk or introduce me to their friend. Good, great, grand, wonderful. Hey, at least I
do abs. Give me some credit, I'm trying.
So, girls get down to that weight room. Infiltrate the forbidden territory and get toned
at the same time. Guys, ask a girl if she needs someone to spot her. It is a great ice breaker
and I am sure that lucky girl will be very appreciative. We might be able to find a way to
use the weight room together in peace.

WEIGHT ROOM

Law School? Maybe you want to think again
BY MEREDITH MCKENNA

Sparkling sports cars, prestigious clubs, oodles of
billable hours - sound like a Mastercard commercial yet?
Oh right - the cost: law school. While three more years of
parties at the beach, Pizza Med for dinner and a smattering
of studying may seem like the way to go, unfortunately
many Fairfield University
students (75-100) may
find themselves punching a clockcard
instead.

Order, order! We're not adjourned. The only thing
holding these students back is the Law School Admission
Test (LSAT). Remember how pointless the SAT's seemed
to you a few years ago? They weren't pointless - they were
teaching you how to waste time by worrying about standardized tests, and you should worry about the LSAT. The
LSAT is designed to test a student's legal reasoning and
ability to win logic games. Professor of Politics Dr. Alan
Katz explained that law schools value a student's LSAT
results "as much or slightly more than four years of grades."
Roughly three hours of testing is equal to four years of
college. Aren't you glad you didn't waste all of that time
studying for MA 17?
Katz commented that "a significant number of students
are disappointed with their results." So why are Fairfield
students having such a hard time getting into law school?
Quite simply they are competing against over 134,000
i
students for 37,198 spots to get into the usual suspects
- Harvard, Boston College, Yale... What's a law
student to do?
Good thing you have that Jesuit education
to back you up! There's the traditional approach
- studying and researching. What do you think
you're going to spend 60 to 80 hours a week
doing at a big-time firm? Hint: Not driving your
new BMW. Of course, you don't have to go to law
school. Shocking as it is, Katz emphasized that there are
many other great options to explore beyond the law school
setting. For instance, take a year off.
Backpacking through Europe is so cliche - why not
surf through LA? You're in luck - companies are getting
sued every day - you could still work on Wall Street as a

legal consultant. Social work sound interesting? If you
don't feel like getting beat up at your job, you could write
legal thrillers. Look at John Grisham - or works such as
"Law & Order" or "Legally Blonde". Or you could write a
book about a student who plunges into a tailspin after getting rejected from Fordham Law. Still missing school? All
across America schools are looking for teachers. There's
the few, the proud, the...Peace Corps.
Yes, being a lawyer can be an incredibly rewarding
(especially in private practice) career. What's nobler (or
more exciting) than defending the innocent or prosecuting
the guilty? Then again, not all lawyers are that great - look
at the Clintons. Fairfield really prepares students with a
myriad of choices - if law school is it, then go to law school.
Remember to look beyond the traditional - public schools
can be just as good (and markedly cheaper). If you have
any doubts, it's never too late. Case closed.
Law school your plan? If you decide that law
school is the path you wish to pursue, it's in your
best interest to study hard for the LSATS. With
the LSATS weighing even more than your G.P.A.,
many students are willing to shell out big bucks
to test prep courses. A few of the most popular
are listed below:
Kaplan: http://www.kaplan.com
Pr incetonRevie w:
http://www.princetonreview.com
TestMasters:
http://www.testmasters 180.com
Get Prepped: http://www.getprepped.com
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Deng Gai propels Stags
CONTINUED FROM P. 16
honors such as NABC all-district, AllM AAC first team, M AAC Defensive Player
of the year, and a spot on the All-Rookie
team. Last year, Gai finished fourth in the
nation for blocks, averaging 3.8 a game.
This past winter, Manhattan College's
men's basketball coach Bobby Gonzales
told The New York Times that Gai was a
"dominating force and a key figure", and a
"pro-level shot-blocker."
This November, the New York Daily
News proclaimed Gai as "one of the five
best metro area players."
Gai's life here is different from home.
"Back home we didn't have freedom,"
said Gai. "The Muslims had control over everything we did after they took over. Here,
I do have freedom. I want to go back someday to help my people. The situation there
will never be perfect, but maybe someday,
after being more educated, I can help."
Gai comes from a large family: he has
four brothers living in Africa, three brothers
living in the United States, and two sisters
living here in Connecticut with his mother.
His family was forced to leave Africa
after the war with the Muslims started.
He first made his way over to Egypt for
six months, where he played basketball. He
then moved to Hartford, Conn.
"I liked home a lot, but we needed to
leave because of the war", he said. "There
was too much going on to stay there."
Gai is an art major and a politics minor,

which he hopes will help him to help his
people in Africa.
When Gai first moved to Connecticut,
he did not speak a word of English. He
attended Milford Academy for his senior
year in high school, where he picked up
the language very quickly.
"It was difficult moving here at first because I didn't speak the language," he said.
"It didn't take me that long to learn it, it took
me about a year. Even now, I don't know
it perfectly, but my friends and teammates
correct me when I'm wrong which helps. I
also learn from the TV."
Gai first learned of Fairfield when his
cousin, Ajou Deng '03, transferred from the
University of Connecticut. Deng was also a
key player on the basketball team.
"I really wanted to play basketball with
my cousin," he said. "Fairfield has a great
basketball program, and Tim O'Toole is a
great coach so I wanted to play for him."
In his spare time, Gai likes to go out
with his friends and watch basketball.
"I like it a lot here," he said. "I have a
good time going out with my friends during
the off-season. I love to watch the NBA,
I learn a lot from watching the player that
plays my position," said Gai.
After Gai graduates, he hopes to stay in
the United States and play in the NBA.
"I definitely want to play pro", he said.
"If I continue to play well, hopefully some
scouts will come and watch me play. I don't
care which team I am playing for as long as
I am playing."
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Stags positive for Manhattan
CONTINUED FROM P. 16

Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror

It's dunk time: Gai slams one down
against Fordahm.
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by the number of students who came out
to cheer on the team.
"I thought it was a good size crowd
for the first home game of the season,"
said Justin Rindos'06. "The game wasn't
really hyped up that much but I think
people really got into it and showed their
support. I'm excited for the season."
Others are also excited about the rest
of the season, but hope to see more of their
fellow students in attendance during the
upcoming season.
"Those who were there showed there
support," said Jess Doyle'05. "But we need
to see more red shirts in the crowd."
Britt Costa '06 is looking forward to
the Stags' next home game, as they take on
defending MAAC Champions Manhattan
College this Friday.
"Student support was good tonight,
but on Friday, it better be crazy," said
Costa.
Fairfield lost two of its three meetings
with Manhattan last year, including a 69-54
setback in the MAAC Championship game.
Fairfield's lone victory, a 70-68 win, came
at Manhattan midway through the season.
As for the team, they too are looking
forward to its first meeting of the season
with Manhattan.
"On Thursday," said O'Toole, "we
better come to practice like there's no
. tomorrow."

Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm- 11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
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Big man on
campus
Who is that Gai?
BY ANNIE MULLOWNEY

A veritable giant walks the paths and
halls of Fairfield. He was born in the Sudan,
where he only spoke Arabic. He concentrated on playing soccer until he suddenly
had a growth spurt, growing nearly a foot
to the towering height of 6'9" tall. It was
then that he took up basketball. This giant's
name is Deng Gai.
"The tribe I was a part of, the Dinka,
has a history of having very tall men," Gai
said. "Many of the men are over seven feet.
When I was 16,1 suddenly became very tall
and started to play basketball because of my
new height."
With such a late start in basketball, it is
hard to believe that Gai is now the star player
for Fairfield's men's basketball team.
Coaches say Gai is one of the best players to ever play for the Stags and is ranked
as one of the best in the nation. They say
his athleticism, shot-blocking and dunking
abilities are something rarely ever seen in
the MAAC.
A legend in the Fairfield basketball
community, his accomplishments are now
drawing regional and national attention.
Only a junior at Fairfield, Gai has received
SEE "DENG GAl" ON P. 14.

Robyn Atkachunas/The Mirror

Nothing but net: Rob Thomson '04 shoots a foul shot

Stags rammed by Fordham,
look ahead to Jaspers
BY BRYAN MAHONEY

Mike Bell's dramatic 3-pointer propelled Fairfield into overtime, but he wasn't
able to do it a second time in the waning
seconds of overtime as the Stags lost 72-69
to Fordham Tuesday.
An impressive crowd of 2,082 of red
and white helped kick off the Fairfield
men's basketball home season Tuesday
night at the Arena at Harbor Yard in
Bridgeport, Conn.
The game marked the first victory for
the Rams (1-3 overall), who earlier in the
season fell to Memphis as well as Metro
Atlantic Athletic conference members Siena and Manhattan.
Coming into the game, momentum
seemed to be in Fairfield's favor, having
clinched victories in its first two games of
the season, including a 64-59 overtime win
against St. John's. The win not only marked
the first time the Stags defeated St. John's in
their six-game series, but most impressively
ended the Red Storm's 46-game Alumni
Hall non-conference winning streak, a
streak dating back nearly seven years.
In the first half of play Tuesday night,
Robyn Atkachunas/ The Mirror

both teams struggled to gain any ground,
switching the lead five times in the first 12
minutes of play. By the end of the half, the
Stags held only a slight advantage, heading
into the locker room with a 30-25 lead.
Fairfield increased a five point lead to
a 39-27 advantage on a 9-2 run to begin the
second half.
Fairfield grabbed the final two points
of the run with a Deng Gai dunk with 17:
30 left to play.
Minutes later, however, it was Gai's
technical foul that shifted the momentum
towards the Rams.
Fordham chipped away at Fairfield's
lead and eventually tied the game at 51 -51
with less than five minutes left to play.
With only 36 seconds left on the clock,
the Rams gained a 57-56 lead off of a foul
shot by sophomore Jermaine Blackgrove.
Two more foul shots by senior Mark Jarrell-Wright would provide Fordham with
a 59-56 lead, but a three-pointer by Bell
'06 with only six seconds left on the clock
would bring the game to overtime.
Going into overtime, Fairfield hoped to
continue the momentum of the second half,
yet struggled to maintain a lead.

"Coming in, we felt like we had the
momentum, but we just couldn't defend,"
said captain Rob Thomson'04.
While the Stags jumped out early to a
60-59 lead after a foul shot by Bell, they
failed to hold on to it, as Fordham controlled
much of the overtime play, gaining a 64-62
lead with under three minutes to play and
never relinquishing it.
While head coach Tim O'Toole was
disappointed in the outcome of the game,
he remained positive about the season and
hopes to learn from the mistakes of Tuesday
night's game.
"We're obviously disappointed with the
results," said O'Toole. "We did come ready,
but we pride ourselves in our rebounds and
we just got out-rebounded. We made some
bad mistakes and our job during the year is
to correct those things."
Gai's 21 points and 12 rebounds led
the Stags, while Terrence Todd '06 added
18 points before fouling out in the overtime
period.
Despite the outcome of the game,
many Fairfield students remain excited
about the season, as many were impressed
SEE "STAGS" ON P. 14

